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First Rampion power is delivered to the national grid
The first of Rampion Offshore Wind Farm’s 116 turbines has started
generating electricity, with the others set to follow as they are
commissioned and turned on one by one in the coming months.

Teams of technicians working inside the turbines and onshore in
the control rooms will continue carrying out the final work required
for each turbine to start producing electricity.

Delivering first power to the grid is a significant milestone for
the project, as it moves from the construction phase towards
full operation.

All turbines are due to be generating power later in 2018 when
the wind farm will be fully operational.

The installation of all the turbines was completed in September
in just six months, with the two MPI jack-up vessels - Discovery
and Adventure - working around the clock to get the job done.
Installing the final turbine was a major milestone but since
the last newsletter, work has also included completion of the
project’s electrical infrastructure, which is less visible but
no less vital for the wind farm.
Offshore, this meant the burial of all 144 kilometres of array
cables, which connect the turbines to the offshore substation, as
well as the completion of the offshore substation itself. Onshore,
all 26.8 kilometres of cables are now installed and working, and
the substation at Twineham is also operating. The first power
generated by Rampion was delivered to the grid on 26 November.

Commissioning of the Rampion
turbines is now underway

Community Benefit Fund open
Sussex based community groups have been invited to apply
for funding with the recently launched £3.1 million Rampion
Community Benefit Fund. The Fund is part of a £4 million
package of benefits announced in November, which also
comprised £800,000 for a Visitor Centre and an additional
£100,000 donation, spread across four Royal National Lifeboat
Institution stations.
The aim of the Fund is to make a real difference to the local
communities by supporting a range of projects, including
those with links to environment and ecology, climate change
and energy, and improved community facilities. Priority will
be given to projects that benefit disadvantaged people and
communities. The Fund will be managed and administered by
Sussex Community Foundation, a charity with expertise and a
proven track record in managing community funds in Sussex.
Rampion’s Development and Stakeholder Manager, Chris
Tomlinson said: “The Fund is a voluntary commitment that
recognises the wind farm is now a permanent neighbour to
those living and working in Sussex. But it is also a thank you
to the community for its support and patience as we have
developed and constructed this nationally significant
infrastructure project.”
See back page for details on how to apply for funding.

The Twineham substation
is almost complete

Onshore cable route reinstatement to be completed in 2018
Reinstating both the onshore cable route and the surrounds of
Twineham substation to their pre-construction condition is the
priority for the project now that the cable installation is complete
and work on the substation is nearing its final stages.
Reinstatement means returning the land along the full length of
the site, including the South Downs National Park, to how it was
prior to construction.
The work involves restoring all the drainage, replacing the subsoil
and topsoil stored next to the cable route, re-seeding and
re-planting the ground cover, replacing boundary fences and
planting hedges and trees. Once the vegetation is robust enough
the temporary fencing will be removed and all Public Rights of
Way restored.
To ensure the success of the reinstatement, the activity,
particularly the topsoil replacement, re-seeding and replanting,
has to be carried out in the right seasons.
Reinstatement activity has started in some areas - the sensitive
chalk grassland of Tottington Mount, land that will regenerate
naturally, plus areas stakeholders asked to be prioritised,
including near the substation and in Brooklands Pleasure Park.

construction fencing will remain until spring to give the vegetation
chance to grow before area is open to the public.
The construction compound behind the green hoardings adjacent
to Brighton Road will remain until at least the middle of 2018 as
the offshore export cables require additional work.
Along the cable route reinstatement activity will pause at the end
of December due to the weather and seasonal conditions. The
reinstatement works along the cable route and at the substation
will restart early in 2018 with planting to coincide with growing
seasons and completion due by autumn.
The reinstatement is later than originally planned as construction
was delayed due to a number of unforeseen issues that meant the
project missed this year’s planting window for much of the route.
Rampion’s Project Director, Matthew Swanwick added:
“There is a total commitment to completing the works and
returning the onshore cable route, substation surrounds and
Brooklands Pleasure Park to their pre-construction states as
rapidly as possible.”
Following completion of the works, Rampion will monitor the
reinstatement for up to 10 years to ensure it is a success.

Substation at Twineham
Reinstatement around the substation has so far included the
laying of stone surfaces and installation of ancillary items such
as gates and light columns.
A permanent access road has been installed alongside Public Right
of Way 8T, and hedges have been planted around the work area.
Brooklands Pleasure Park
Onshore Cable Package Manager, Richard Carpenter said:
“The Brooklands Par 3 Golf Course is due to be reinstated
and returned to the Council by the end of the year.
“By using specialist turf to ensure the greens rapidly return
to their former condition, the Council should be able to
reopen the golf course at the earliest opportunity.”
The section of cable route between the golf course and the railway
was due to be replanted with grass, trees and hedgerows before
the winter set in, weather depending, however the temporary

Reinstatement works
underway at Brooklands

Turning on the turbines
Once wind turbines are installed a whole new phase of offshore
work is required to bring the giant machines to the stage where
they are ready to start generating electricity.

The 3,000 tonne offshore
substation is now energised

The first step after installation is the completion works, where
the turbine’s tower, nacelle and blades are bolted together.
Then its internal equipment and electrical cables are connected
and commissioned using temporary power supplies.
The internal high voltage cables are connected between the
switchgear in the tower and the transformer in the nacelle.
The high voltage array cables are also jointed to the switchgear,
creating a string of connected wind turbines. Specialist technicians
splice the fibre optic cables into a patch panel to establish the
communications network.
Each turbine undergoes final inspections, tests and checks using
the wind farm control system before being energised. Only after
these tests are successfully completed can each string of array
cables be energised and each turbine along that string be
individually brought to life.
Turbine Commissioning Manager Adam Simmonds said:
“The completions and commissioning phase has had numerous
challenges, so it is exciting to now be producing electricity that
is exported to the national grid.
“Once a turbine is running, we carry out a 240 hour reliability test
to monitor its performance and identify any final snagging items
before it is handed to the operations and maintenance team to
begin its working life, turning wind into clean, green electricity.”

Offshore substation ready
Like the turbines, the installation of the offshore substation
kicked off a new round of activity needed to ready the
infrastructure for the start of generation.
Since April there have been significant completion, installation
and commissioning works on the transformer and switchgear,
electrical systems, plus fire detection and suppression systems.
Completion Works Manager, Mark Brown said: “Workers have
been living on-board the jack-up vessel next to the substation
to enable 24/7 working, walking to work and other benefits
as they prepared the 3,000 tonne structure for operation.”

Newhaven base close to completion
The new operations and maintenance base at the East Quay in
Newhaven Harbour is nearing completion with the 60-strong team
set to move in early in 2018.
It is a dedicated facility with offices, warehousing and new pontoons.
The base has been designed to be environmentally-friendly with
solar panels, electric car charging points, tinted windows, air source
heat pumps and other energy efficient features.

Commissioning work prepares
each turbine for operation

Visit our new Rampion website
Rampion has launched a new website with a wealth of
information about the wind farm including key facts and
figures, latest news and updates plus photos and video
galleries at www.rampionoffshore.com

Since July, the building has rapidly taken shape and the internal fit
out is now well underway. The concrete yard slabs, site drainage
and boundary fencing are the latest activities to be carried out.
Work on the pontoons will continue into 2018 and is due to be
finished in the middle of the year.
Plant Manager, Richard Crowhurst says: “The operations team has
closely watched the construction of the facility from its adjacent
temporary offices in the Port and everyone is now keen to move
into their new quayside home.
“We have been training, preparing and establishing new systems
and processes for the past year so we are definitely ready to get
settled in and take the wind farm into its operational phase.”
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Supporting safety at sea
Safety at sea is at the core of two recent Rampion initiatives
supporting local marine safety organisations.

Students from Ratton School take part
in an evacuation training exercise

A total of £100,000 was awarded to four local Royal National
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) stations as part of a package of benefits
announced in November. The funds will be shared equally between
the Littlehampton, Shoreham Harbour, Brighton Marina and
Newhaven RNLI lifeboat stations, which have covered the wind
farm site during the project’s construction.
RNLI Media Officer for London and the South East, Paul Dunt said:
“As a charity, we receive no government funding and rely entirely
on donations, legacies and fund-raising, so this money will help
our incredible lifeboat volunteers, at these four busy south coast
stations, to continue to save lives at sea.”
In a separate sponsorship initiative, the National Coastwatch
Institution Newhaven also received support from Rampion, for the
supply and installation of a new radar system for its station on the cliff
top at Castle Hill. The equipment will help the volunteer organisation
to keep watch along the south coast, looking out for danger and
aiming to ensure boat safety.
Rampion has contributed
to safety at sea through
its support of both the
RNLI and NCI Newhaven

Open Doors at Newhaven
More than 50 students from four Sussex secondary schools
visited Rampion’s construction site at Newhaven in November as
part of the East Sussex County Council’s Open Doors initiative,
aimed at boosting young people’s career prospects and inspiring
their career choices via different workplace experiences.
The students learnt all about the wind farm through
presentations and a film, they went on-board a crew transfer
vessel, had hands-on experience in the marine co-ordination
centre and took part in training exercises. They were quizzed on
what they learnt and went home with Rampion information packs.

Rampion Visitor Centre for Brighton
Rampion’s Visitor Centre will be located in two of the newly
refurbished arches just east of the i360 in Brighton and is set
to become a leading information source for exploring offshore
wind energy technology, while telling the whole story of the
Rampion project.
The Visitor Centre will house innovative exhibitions and interactive
displays and is set to open around mid-2018.

How to apply for funding

(from page 1)

The Sussex Community Foundation (SCF) will manage the
£3.1 million fund over the lifetime of the project, with grants
available across the different geographical areas related to the
development, construction and operation of the wind farm.
Specific details on the application criteria can be found on
www.sussexgiving.org.uk/rampion while interested parties
can also telephone the SCF grants team on 01273 409440.
The deadline for the first round of grant making is
Friday 12 January 2018.

Almost a dozen venues in Brighton and Worthing were assessed
as the potential site, with the Brighton arches being chosen due
to the high footfall location, views of the wind farm and excellent
public transport connections, as well as its available floor space.
It will be open all year round and will add to the Sussex tourist
offering, helping to attract people and boost the economy while
also being open to visits from students, school groups and
educational outreach opportunities.
Rampion took the lease in October and rather than leave the arches
empty, has donated the space as temporary workshops for two
artist groups - Exploring Senses and Pop-Up Brighton. They will
both have a free home in the arches until at least April 2018.
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